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Dioceses unite over airport expansion 



by Jo Duckies 

THE Diocese of Oxford has joined 
forces with the Dioceses of London and 
Southwark to give a joint response on 
the impact of plans for a third runway at 
Heathrow. 

If the expansion goes ahead church 
leaders in the Burnham and Slough 
Deanery in Buckinghamshire are 
concerned about the impact on the areas 
infrastructure. Planes will land within 
100m of St Thomas’ Church, Colnbrook. 

The bishops and diocesan secretaries 
of all three dioceses formed a working 
group that has submitted a draft response 
to the Department of Transport. “The 
consultation response by London, Oxford 
and Southwark Dioceses has presented 
many major questions and challenges on 
moral, social and environmental aspects 
among others, while stopping just short 
of outright opposition. However the 
possibility of further comment including 
opposition or otherwise remains. There is 
to be a further consultation in due course, 
when Heathrow is ready to submit its 
planning application,” says a statement on 
the Diocese of Southwark’s website. 

The Revd Rod Cosh, the Area Dean 
of Burnham and Slough, is on the 
consultation group. He said: “The joint 
report from the dioceses is right to point 
out that, particularly with Brexit, there 
is not necessarily an urgent need for a 
third runway. I’m not convinced they (the 
Government) have got the infrastructure 
right. They think that the majority of 
people travelling to Heathrow will catch 
the train. I’m afraid we are going to 
have real problems as far as the roads 
are concerned and it will put even more 
pressure on house building because there 
will be more people living and working in 
the area. 


A new mission strategy 

“We are going to have to formulate a 
mission strategy for new areas and areas 
where the population is changing and 
I think what we want to do is be ahead 
of the process, which is why I’m being 
pragmatic. We have the time to get ready. 
There is no point waiting and suddenly 
finding we have 20,000 new people to 
minister to.” 

The Revd Robin Grayson, the Team 
Rector of the Langley Marish Benefice, in 
the Burnham and Slough Deanery, said: 
“From the point of view of the community 
here it’s not regarded as a good thing. 
Everything is already bulging. As a school 
governer I know about the lack of school 
places across Slough. There will be many 
hundreds of new houses and that is a 


mission opportunity for us but it will be a 
challenge for us to take advantage of it. We 
are limited in our capacity to minister to 
the local community who are already here 
and we are not the only parish to be in that 
situation. We also need to think about the 
environmental impact in terms of noise 
and air pollution.” 

The impact on Colnbrook 

The Revd Peter Wyard, the Vicar of 
Colnbrook and Datchet, said the third 
runway could see the demolition of up to 
a third of the housing in Colnbrook. “No 
homes will be compulsory purchased or 
demolished in the parish of Colnbrook 
but the majority of home owners would 
be offered a compensation scheme should 
they wish to move, because their homes 
will be close to the end of the new runway. 


“The end of the runway will also be 
very close to St Thomas’ Church, just 
the other side of the Colnbrook by pass. 
Although some residents are in favour of 
the third runway because of the potential 
economic benefits, many people are 
against it and they are very worried by it. 
What can we do as a church to support the 
community?” 
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News 


Supporting those at risk of piracy and shipwreck 


by Jo Duckies 

THE trauma of pirate attacks, shipwrecks 
and being stranded thousands of miles 
from home are among the risks faced by 
seafarers every day. 

Those who work on merchant ships often 
face up to a year living in a confined space, 
away from their loved ones, as they work 
to import 90 per cent of the goods that we 
enjoy in our daily lives. 

Join in Sea Sunday 

As we approach Sea Sunday (9 July) 
the Mission to Seafarers is encouraging 
churches to get involved to help those 
whose livelihoods come from a far from 
idyllic life on the ocean. 

The secretary general of the Mission, 
the Revd Andrew Wright, is an Oxford 
based priest and former chaplain of the 
city’s St Edward’s School. He moved from 
there to becoming Director of Operations 
at the Royal National Mission to Deep Sea 
Fishermen, taking up his current post in 
2013. 

The Mission to Seafarers is a mission 
agency with links across the Anglican 
Communion, working in 200 ports across 
the world. Andrew oversees its eight 
regions, each of which has its own regional 
director. 

“I travel to a great deal of regional 
conferences, visit ports and I’m 


responsible for ensuring a sense of unity 
across our regions,” says Andrew, who was 
preparing for a trip to South Africa when 
he spoke to the Door. 

“We seek to help seafarers communicate 
with their families. We lay on transport 
services and provide post trauma care 
after the death of a crew member. All 
our chaplains are trained in post trauma 
response and mental health awareness to 
enable them to deal with extreme crises. 
Crewmen jailed in India 

“There are cases of abandonment, when 
a ship owner goes bankrupt, leaving crew 
in a harbour or anchored with no food and 
water. We deal with seafarers in prison. 

We are dealing with a dramatic case at the 
moment where a ship strayed into Indian 
waters.” 

That ship was the MV Seaman Guard 
Ohio and Indian police claimed it 
was carrying illegal weapons without 
permission. Despite providing all weapons 
certification and the relevant paperwork, 
they were found guilty and jailed in India 
for five years. The Mission to Seafarers 
has raised more than £20,000 to support 
the crewmen and to campaign on behalf of 
their families. 

“We work on an international and 
national level. Our approach to mission 
is a holistic one but we are also providing 
more specific forms of support. 


Archbishop's Awards for Jane and John 



TWO people from the Diocese of Oxford 
were among the 35 to receive Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s Awards in a ceremony last 
month. 

The Revd Canon John Rees, the Diocesan 
Registrar, was awarded the Canterbury 
Cross for Services to the Church of 
England and Dr Jane Clements, from St 
Edburg’s, Bicester, the Hubert Walter 
Award for Reconciliation and Interfaith 
Co-operation. 

The citation to John stated: “For a time 
it was not clear whether John would be a 
clergyman or a lawyer. In the event he has 
balanced the two vocations in a rich and 
creative combination.” 

In 2013 he was named by the Times as 
its lawyer of the week’ and when asked 
by the Times who had been the greatest 
influence on his legal career he answered 
Jesus because ‘he cut through centuries 
of legalism that was preventing people 
getting to the heart of God’s purpose for 
humanity, to love him with our whole 
being and our neighbour as ourselves.’ 

Jane Clements’ award was for her 
outstanding contribution to Christian- 


Jewish understanding and, especially, her 
leadership of the Council of Christians 
and Jews. Her first degree was a BD in 
Theology with Islam, her MA was in 
Hebrew and Jewish Studies and her PhD 
in Holocaust Education. From 1997-2008 
she worked at the Council for Christians 
and Jews, where she became the director 
of programmes. From 2008-2014 she was 
the Founder and Director of the Forum for 
Discussion of Israel and Palestine (FODIP) 
and from 2014-2016 she was the Director 
of the CCJ, and became the first research 
fellow when she retired at the end of last 
year. She was one of the founding trustees 
of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust. She 
is also a member of the lay leadership team 
at St Edburg’s Church, Bicester. 

Photos: Chris Cox 



I more about the awards and 
recipients, and the full citations here: 

http://tinyurl.com/ya6rqq9n 



“We are very proud of being there for 
people of all faiths and none with absolute 
respect and sensitivity.” 


Sea Sunday is a global celebration. 
Most churches that take part hold 
services on Sunday 9 July. 


Andrew’s daughter, Charlotte, is a 
seafarer, working as a stewardess on a 
superyacht. Andrew himself enjoyed 
sailing when he lived on the Isle of Wight, 
but doesn’t get out on boats so much 
now for fun. Last year his work saw him 
spending a week on a Shetland trawler and 
he has also spent a week on a container 
ship, living and working alongside the 
crew. 

Debt charity helps 1 50 people in three years 

A FREE debt counselling service is celebrating helping over 1 50 Oxfordshire people 
to manage their debts since it opened three years ago. 

In June 2014 six Oxford churches decided to partner with UK charity Christians 
Against Poverty (CAP) to set up a debt centre in the city, because they were 
concerned about the levels of deprivation they saw in the community. Since then 
they have helped 1 55 people in the area. Jill Ewbank, Oxford CAP Debt Centre 
manager, said: "We have been into a lot of homes during these three years and 
learned about some very sad situations. Debt can be so destructive, making people 
feel so desperate, scared to go out or even open the curtains." 

She added that she and her volunteers visit every client in their home, collecting 
their paperwork, giving them the privacy and dignity that they need. Meanwhile, 
specialist teams at CAP head office negotiate with creditors and create a workable 
budget enabling each person to go debt free. 

Jill Ewbank said: "There are loads of reasons why people end up in debt. 

More commonly it’s low income, relationship breakdown, joblessness, illness or 
bereavement. A lot of the time these things strike without warning or when you are 
most vulnerable. She said that CAP’S services are available to everyone regardless of 
age, gender, faith or background. 

To find out more, visit www.capuk.org or call 0800 328 0006. 



Join the new Deddington pilgrimage 


by the Revd Dr Hugh White 

THE newly-created Deddington Deanery 
Pilgrimage route will be launched from 
Wednesday 19 July to Sunday 23 July. 

The circular route links the deanery’s 
35 churches (as well as a couple in the 
Diocese of Coventry). During the inaugural 
pilgrimage prayers will be said or services 
held in each of the churches. 

The pilgrimage will begin and end at 
St Mary’s, Banbury. A few people will 
walk the whole route of about seventy 
miles, staying overnight at pubs or 
B&B establishments, and many more, 
including Bishop Colin, will walk sections. 
A programme of quarter-peal ringing is 
being arranged. At the closing service 
Canon Sarah Meyrick, former director of 
communications for the Oxford Diocese 
and author of Knowing Anna, a pilgrimage- 


themed novel, will give a talk. Deddington 
Deanery is socio-economically diverse. 
There is the large town of Banbury 
containing pockets of severe urban 
deprivation, suburban developments, large 
villages, small towns and tiny hamlets. 

To walk the route is to become aware of 
the different circumstances in which the 
population of the area lives and to be 
prompted to reflect on the relationship 
between the urban and the rural nowadays. 

Add to this diversity the companionship 
of the way, the physical exercise and the 
relaxation of time out and you have a rich 
and rewarding experience. 

For timings and further information 
visit www. deddingtonpilgr image .co.uk 
or contact the Revd Dr Hugh White 
(vicarhugo@gmail.com) . 




News 


Migration conference 

IN early December, a conference, entitled 
'Discerning a Path on Migration' will bring 
together UK and Swedish Christians to 
reflect on five key questions, including 
border policies, integration, identity, 
access to services and the language 
used around migration. The conference 
is being undertaken by the Diocese of 
Oxford and Diocese of Vaxjo in response 
to the needs of congregations in both 
places - and in the hope that the 
diversity of experiences from within our 
dioceses will enrich our reflections. 

Working groups, convened in advance, 
will be producing short papers on these 
questions. The papers will, following the 
conference discussions, be edited and 
gathered to form a resource that helps 
members of our churches to undertake 
similar reflection. The endeavour is being 
chaired by Michael Taylor, the former 
Director of Christian Aid with support 
from the Department of Mission and the 
Council of Partners in World Mission. The 
Revd Tony Dickinson, the Chair of the 
Vaxjo link, said: ''This is another example 
of the way in which the similarities and 
differences between our two situations 
enriches us both as we strive towards 
God's kingdom of justice and love." 

If you have experience in issues around 
migration get in touch with bethan. 
willis@oxford.anglican.org. A resource 
for parishes will be produced in 201 8. 


Church repair 

by Jo Duckies 

A £750,000 church repair project 
has united a community and seen a 
congregation grow in the Berkshire village 
of Binfield. 

After seeing the Quinquennial Report 
on All Saints’ Church in Binfield, church 
warden Dave Saunders asked the PCC 
for permission to commission a separate 
survey which revealed the need for major 
repairs to the walls and the roof. 

“We needed to raise £750,000. That 
is a gobsmackingly large sum for a not 
necessarily wealthy parish church. I 
presented the findings to the PCC and 
we set up the ARC (All Saints’ Repair and 
Care) project. 

“We’ve raised the funds already and it 
has really brought people together. What 
we have tried to do is generate support in 
the parish. It doesn’t matter if people are 
churched or unchurched.’’ 

Events now include the Binfield 10K, 
which sees 600 people join in a charity 
run around the village with funds raised 
split between the school and the church. 

A roof raising concert by DadsRLoud saw 
the audience dancing in the aisles while 
Tag a Tile sees people pay a fiver to write 
a message on a tile. The tiles will be used 
to replace the existing roof. A wine tasting 
evening, quiz, summer fete and a cream 


project unites a village 





tea series were among the events that 
have helped raise the funds, along with 
some grants. 

“People have seen that it’s not about 
All Saints’ asking for money but about 
preserving the building and bringing 
people together. We’ve had a six per cent 
congregation rise in the last three years. 
We have an electoral roll approaching 250 
members and it’s growing. More people 


are getting involved in our welcome and 
preaching teams and we’ve set up a band.” 




by Jo Duckies 

ONE of the diocese’s most ambitious 
church hall renovation projects has won a 
string of awards less than a year after its 
opening party. 

Warwick Hall in Bur ford was awarded 
a Royal Institute of British Architects 
South Regional Award and a Regional 
Conservation Award last month and has 
been shortlisted for a RIBA national 
award. It had already come highly 
commended in the Royal Institute of 
Charted Surveyors awards community 
benefit group. It has also been shortlisted 
for the national Civic Voice Award. 

The £3. 7m project was the culmination 
of five years of planning, fundraising and 
building. It saw a super-modern extension, 
designed by Acanthus Clews Architects, to 

an existing historic but tiny hall. 


“The architects painstakingly ensured 
the work was in keeping with both the 
existing hall and the Grade One listed St 
John the Baptist Church. 

The Revd Richard Coombs, the 
vicar, said: “The conservation award 
acknowledges the conservation of the old 
building and the historical significance of 
the site. We are really thrilled that the way 
that a modern 21st century building has 
been sensitively designed to sit alongside 
the older church hall has been recognised 
by RIBA. 

“The vision was for the hall to be ‘the 
heart of the church’s ministry and the 
heart of the community’s life’. The sense 
of community was really quite significant 
and this was one of the things the judges 
commented on.” 


The Channel and back again charity swim 



A TEAM of swimmers from St 
John the Baptist Church in 
Cookham Dean challenged 
themselves to swim the distance 
of the Channel and back for 
charity. 

The group had six weeks to 
swim 44 miles, but rather than 
hit the sea, did it in their local 
swimming pools. They were 
raising funds for the leprosy 
charity Lepra. 

The Revd Helen Chamberlain, 
associate priest at the 
Cookhams, said: "We set 
ourselves a fund raising target 
of £500 and time limit of six 


weeks to do the swimming. We 

chose LEPRA as our charity because it reaches out to people of all faiths and none. 
During the six weeks of the swim challenge two members of the group travelled to 
India and saw for themselves first-hand the devastating effects of leprosy. When they 
returned home and shared the information it spurred us on to try even harder. In the 
end we swam 1 10 miles and raised over £1,000 pounds." 


Congratulations to Churchmead's James 


CONGRATULATIONS to James 
Copley (right), a Year 12 student from 
Churchmead CE School in Datchet, 
Berkshire. He is one of 150 students 
selected from a pool of 1,000 from across 
the UK who has won a place on the Sutton 
Trust US Programme. 

He will attend a summer programme 
at one of America’s top universities with 
a view to taking a scholarship to study 
there when he completes his A Levels. 
Participants receive intensive support, 
delivered by the US -UK Fulbright 
Commission over a number of months. 
This covers admission tests, college 
choices and help with applications. 










'Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God' 


Church on Sunday can feel worlds away from our day-to-day lives. We asked Christians to tell us how their lives connect with their faith for 
our new Whatever You Do prayer calendar. 


Research scientist Stephen 
Haywood on a career that 
includes working as a particle 
physicist on the Large Hadron 
Collider at Cern in Switzerland. 

I decided to become a physicist at the 
age of 13 and consequently rejected 
religion. This was not least of all 
because the school chaplain declared 
I was a dead loss because I cannot spell to 
save my life - an obvious requirement for 
any serious Christian. 

God had other plans and so the message 
of the film Jesus Christ, Superstar and the 
strange request for me to be a Godfather at 
the age of 16 caused me to ask: “Who was 
Jesus?” I was confirmed at 18 and started 
a journey of spiritual exploration alongside 
my scientific investigations. 

This twin journey enabled me to work 
on some of the most exciting scientific 
projects of our age and delve into the 
most fundamental areas of human 
understanding. I lived in Paradise (also 
known as Switzerland), married the love 
of my life, and met fantastic friends and a 
God who have shared my journey through 
all its ups and down. 

My daily work is frequently stressful 
and frustrating, interspersed with more 
bureaucracy than I would like. It is filled 
with administration to facilitate the 


smooth running of our department of 80 
or so people, distributed across several 
experimental projects. 

But I derive great satisfaction from 
keeping a wonderful department in 
business and huge joy when I get to talk 
about science to visitors, young or old. 

“...I believe in a God 
who delights in watching 
us explore his awesome 
creation? 

Due to on-going government control 
of public expenditure, money is tight for 
science, although to be fair, we have fared 
much better than many publically-funded 
activities. Our work costs the taxpayer a 
lot of money, yet it provides huge benefits: 
not only do we provide answers for human 
curiosity, but there are spin-offs in the 
world of medicine, detector-technology 
and computing (the World-Wide Web 
was invented at CERN). Also we inspire 
young people to enter the world of 
science, technology and engineering, thus 
supporting our economy. 

People tend to assume that scientists 
cannot be Christians. In my own research 
group of 20, six of us are practising 
Christians, as are several key leaders at 


CERN. I once did a radio interview in 
December on the LHC and was asked what 
I made of Christmas - the interviewer got 
rather more than she bargained for. The 
next time I was on the same programme, 
they set aside a few minutes for me to 
explain my Christian faith further. A 
couple of weeks ago, I was in the village 
primary school as part of our mission 
week, and it was great to be able to share 
with the enthusiastic young audience my 
passion for the world of science and my 
love for Jesus, as we considered “Gods 
Universe”. 

The deeper one goes into science, the 
more one appreciates that it does not 
and cannot answer all the big questions 
of “Life, the Universe and Everything”. 

The deeper one probes, the more one 
realises how incredible, complex and 
fascinating the Universe is. Just as a father 
is thrilled to watch his own children make 
discoveries, I believe in a God who delights 
in watching us explore his awesome 
creation. 

Please pray for: 

• funding for fundamental research 
- despite tough economic times, that 
the Government will continue to 
invest in the future 

• opportunities for Christian 
scientists to share their faith both 
inside and outside of work 



• willingness of people to recognise 
that science and Christianity are not 
opposites but complement each other. 


Tell your story 

WE want to hear how your Christian 
faith influences your day-to-day life 
and work. Send 400 to 600 words to 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org 

These stories can be found online 
and the prayer points are tweeted 
@1CorTen31. If you are on Twitter 
then please do retweet them. 




Cycle the Jordan Valley and join the Nazareth 
Trust for an exhilarating Bike Ride from 
Jordan to Nazareth in October 2017. 

DISCOVER THE ICONIC SITE OF PETRA, SWIM THE DEAD 
SEA AND FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MOSES. 


Places are limited - don't miss out and contact us now at info@nazarethtrust.org 

WWW.NAZARETHTRUST.ORG - HEALING IN THE NAME OF JESUS SINCE 1 861 


Samantha Mullender is 
a researcher working in 
sustainable food and farming 
at the Organic Research Centre 
and is a member of St Nicolas 7 
Church, Newbury. 

I started working here just over a 
year ago, after finishing university 
and a five-month internship with 
the Christian conservation charity A 
Rocha in France, concentrating on marine 
conservation. 

The environment and sustainability are 
key for me. I feel we have been given this 
amazing planet and asked to be good 
stewards of it, yet we are doing a poor job. 
Farming is a perfect example of making 
use of the riches God has given us, but 
we need to use these responsibly - using 
the land in the best way possible and 
respecting the rest of creation. 

My days are busy, usually in the office 
carrying out computer based research, 
related to ways for farmers to assess 
their sustainability. It's about recognising 
the equal value of environment and 
society alongside farmer livelihood, and 
engaging the farming community with 
this concept. Sometimes I visit farms to do 
assessments and find out how farmers do 
things. They all have different approaches 
and ideas - it's really interesting to see the 
different methods. 

It's all very well carrying out research, 
but for me, the important thing is working 
with farmers to implement change on- 
the-ground. 

The most rewarding part of my job is 
seeing a farmer take away an idea from 
our work that will help them to make 
changes that will make a difference. 


One of 
the biggest 
challenges 
is turning 
research into 
practical 
methods, then 
into actual 
change. There 
is so much 
research being 
done, yet so 
many policies 
and practices are implemented that do 
not reflect or use it. 

My faith influences my attitude to work. 
It has influenced my choice of sector. I 
enjoy the work I do and feel I'm doing 
something worthwhile. I think it was God 
who brought me to Newbury. 

I moved from Essex, which is two-and- 
a-half hours away. I had to settle into a 
new life and church. Things are changing 
all the time, but I have to remember 
that God has a plan and purpose. I don't 
necessarily know where that is going, but 
I will enjoy the process of whatever he 
wants me to do as the next step. 

Please pray for: 

• open-mindedness within the whole 
farming and research communities 
and that each will work together in 
discussion and collaboration and be 
receptive to new ideas. 

• greater recognition of the value of 
our Earth for its own sake and not 
simply for the goods and services it 
provides to humanity. 

• God's guidance in next steps - why 
did he bring me here? What role 
does he want me to fill? 

• help to inspire farmers to be 
passionate about caring for the land 
they manage. 


The Nazareth Trust invites you to 


Cycle the JORDAN VALLEY 


Advertisement 


Explore the land of the Bible, see 
Petra, one of the seven ancient 
wonders of the world, as you cycle 
the Jordan Valley. To Finish, you 
will experience the hospitality of 
the Nazareth Trust family, in the 
hometown of Jesus. 

You will discover dramatic landscapes from 
the summit of Mount Nebo, reaching down 
to the Dead Sea, Gideon’s Spring and 


experience the breathtaking sites and 
sounds of the local farming communities of 
the Jordan Valley. 


Challenge yourself, become part of our 
inspirational cycling family whilst helping 
change the lives of the people in Nazareth. 


For the experience of a lifetime, sign up 
today. Find out more at: 
www.nazarethtrust.org 
or email: inFo@nazarethtrust.org 









Resources 


A Good Year 

Introduced and Edited by Mark 
Oakley 

SPCK 

£9.99 

By Adrian Daffern 

M ark Oakley has, on the face 
of it, had a very simple idea 
for a book. Get seven bishops 
(three women, four men), and 
get them to write a chapter each on the 
seasons of the church’s year. Then write a 
nice introduction, and get SPCK to publish 
it. 

The truth is less simple, and infinitely 
richer because of that. The book started 
as four lectures in St Paul’s Cathedral 
which Oakley, the Canon Chancellor, 
had organized for the cathedral’s Adult 
Learning Department. These lectures, 
given by Archbishops Justin Welby, 

Rowan Williams, and Bishops Stephen 
Conway and Stephen Cottrell, are the 
Christmas, Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 
chapters of the book. They read for what 
they are - lectures/sermons delivered in a 
great building, and that context evidently 
provided the speakers with a sense of great 
imagination and inspiration. 

“...nuggets galore to be 
gathered up and shared.” 

Canon Oakley invited three women 
bishops to contribute written chapters for 
the book: hence bishops Sarah Mullaly, 
Libby Lane, and (lately, our very own) 
Karen Gorham give us essays on Advent, 
Epiphany, and Pentecost. 

The Naked God: Wrestling for a 
Grace-ful Humanity 

Vincent Strudwick with Jane Shaw 

DLT 2017 
£12.99 

by Olivia Graham 

A s a diocese, we have started to 
frame our understanding of 
who we are called to be around 
the words contemplative, 
compassionate and courageous. The Naked 
God is a book which speaks clearly of 
those Christ-like attributes, and will be 
a tremendous source of encouragement 
to those who read it. It is for all those 
who are wrestling with re-imagining the 
Church, and the question of what it is for. 

It is book which is not easy to categorise, 
weaving the perspectives of autobiography, 
theology, history, the international Church 
and a personal faith journey. It is a book 
which will engage and fascinate. 

The author, Vincent Strudwick, is a 
scholar, a historian, a thinker, a ‘wrestler’, 
and a loyal Anglican. As a young man and 
a member of the Society of the Sacred 
Mission, he was deeply influenced by 
Herbert Kelly SSM, who wrote in 1917: 
“The worship of ‘Religion’ has become 
a great stumbling block in the way of 
the worship of God.” Kelly believed that 
religion is a greater obstacle to the search 
for God than atheism. This notion is an 
illuminating one for our time. 

Over the past half century, Vincent has 
been closely involved in some of the key 




Surprisingly these read less well, despite 
not having had to be written to be 
delivered aloud in St Paul’s. 

Nonetheless, all the chapters are full 
of good things, and the book is a gift to 
preachers everywhere to be read in the 
run up to each distinctive season: there 
are nuggets galore to be gathered up 
and shared. But the real joy is Oakley’s 
introduction, which is simply stellar - at 
once entertaining, profound, and utterly 
godly, it is classic Oakley, and it’s worth 
buying A Good Year for this alone. Be 
assured: whatever your tradition, and 
however you observe the seasons of the 
church year in your own context, this book 
will inform and inspire you. 

The Revd Canon Adrian Daffern is 
Team Rector of the Blenheim Benefice 
and the Assistant Archdeacon of 
Dorchester. 

meetings and councils of the Anglican 
Church, and he argues engagingly and 
passionately for the future of the Church 
he loves. The book had its origins in 
pub ‘seminars’ over a pint with fellow 
‘wrestlers’. It is beautifully put together 
and easy to read, largely due to the creative 
partnership with Jane Shaw. 

The Naked God charts the tempestuous 
times of the past half century in the 
Church of England — a period which 
has seen the death of Christendom and 
during which society has changed more 
rapidly than at any other time in history. 

As we wrestle together to understand the 
identity and purpose of the Church in the 
next generations, Vincent reminds us that 
it is not just about what we believe, but 
crucially, about Christianity as a way of 
being — a humanity full of grace. 

“Vincent faces the 
uncertain future of the 
Church with realism , 
grace and tremendous 
hopefulness...” 

Vincent is convinced that the Church has 
a role as a catalyst in the task of kingdom- 
building, a task in which social action is 
key. It is a task which must be undertaken 
in real partnership with others, those of 
all denominations and none, based on 
understanding and respect. Strudwick 
argues that in order to be the Church, 


Win a copy of Messy Parables 

JESUS’S parables intrigued, inspired, 
engaged and challenged the crowds, 
combining everyday imagery with 
surprising twists that prompted all ages 
to wonder and discover the treasures of 
the kingdom of heaven for themselves. 

Through 25 tried-and-tested 
retellings, together with sections on 
the importance of story, the power 
of parable, the challenge of all-age 
storytelling and becoming a Messy 
storyteller, Messy Parables communicates 
the immediacy and relevance of 
Jesus’s message for Messy Church 
congregations today. 

The author, Martyn Payne, is part of 
BRF's Messy Church team and visits 
Messy Churches up and down the UK, 
listening to the stories of how Messy 
Church is developing, sharing good 
practice and bringing encouragement. 

The author of Creative Ways to Tell a Bible 
Story ; he is passionate about the blessing 
that comes when generations explore faith together. 

For the chance to win a copy of Messy Parables simply answer the following 
question: in which parable does a man who has been beaten and robbed get 
rescued by a Samaritan? Send your answers to reception@oxford.anglican.org or 
to Messy Parables Competition, the Door, Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, 
Kidlington, 0X5 1 GF. The closing dates for entries is Friday 1 1 August. 


Competition winners 

The winners of the competition in June’s issue of the Door are R. Griffiths of Milton 
Keynes, Mrs E. Gilkerson of Tilehurst, Tom Bartlett of Newton Longville, Marian 
Green of Langley and Marie Knight of Penn. They each win a copy of Home by Jo 
Swinney. 


the Church needs the world. He proposes 
a ‘Trinity Model’ of engagement - the 
three being a perceived community need; 
‘top’ sponsorship with a joint top/bottom 
approach to planning and resourcing; and 
local delivery. This is a model with much to 
commend it, and when the new strategic 
priorities of the Diocese emerge from the 
current consultative process, will I think 
be more and more in evidence. 

There are strong resonances in this 
book with the process called Partnership 
for Missional Church (PMC) which many 
churches in our diocese are currently 
engaging with. See www.oxford. 
anglican.org/ mission-ministry/ pmc/. 
PMC emphasises dwelling in the Word and 
other spiritual practices, understanding 
ourselves and our community. We grow 
in awareness of what God is doing in the 
world, engaging with partners, ‘people of 
peace’, in order that together we may share 
in the task of building the kingdom. 

There is no doubt that the Church of 
England finds itself in turbulent times. 
There are strong disagreements between 
those who hold that the Bible is inerrant; 
that the Church must keep itself pure and 
its teaching immutable amid the roaring 
waters of social change and those who 
hold that the Word of God lives only when 
it docks with the life and experience of 
real people; that Christians must seek new 
understandings of what it means to be 
human and that compassion is the highest 
value; grace the greatest gift. 

In the midst of this maelstrom, and the 
rising voices of those who believe that 
schism is inevitable, I found this book 


THE NAKED 


GOD 



WRESTLING FORA 
GRACE-FUL HUMANITY 

VINCENT STRUDWICK 

WITH JANE SHAW 

‘A tremendously engaging and positive book! Rowan Williams 

prophetic and strangely comforting. This 
is not the first time that the Church of 
England has faced upheaval, and maybe 
each undulation has led us, via evolution 
or revolution, into something more 
honest. Vincent faces the uncertain future 
of the Church with realism, grace, and 
tremendous hopefulness, and the reader 
will be rewarded with both inspiration and 
encouragement. 

The Ven. Olivia Graham is the 
Archdeacon of Berkshire. 
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Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 


Based on a 300 
acre dairy farm in 
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 


If you, or someone 
you know would like 
more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim 
Tel: 01837 851240 

Fax: 01837 851520 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 


www.gilead.org.uk 



Celebrating a glo 


MILLIONS of people across the globe took part in the Thy Kingdom Come wave of prayer from 25 May to 4 
June. The Door reports on how Christians in the Thames Valley took part. 


A "complete change" in Janet's prayer life 

Pentecost, but there is more to follow. 


Prayers for Busy People was 
designed by Michelle Eyre 
from Discovering Prayer in 
collaboration with the Diocese 
of Oxford. Janet Haskett 
from Eynsham in Oxfordshire 
describes her experience. 

I came across an article on Thy Kingdom 
Come in the May edition of the Door 
and it sounded just what I was praying 
for - someone to pray with, and the 
added bonus of being able to do it when ever 
I could. 

I went onto the website and committed 
myself to taking part. Michelle Eyre, the 
Discovering Prayer chief prayer officer, 
emailed me to welcome me, introduce me to 
the course and explain how it would work. 
This course of prayer is just specifically for 
the time in between Ascension Day and 


So, every day I logged on to the website 
and went to the correct day. Michelle opened 
with prayer and scripture, and then led 
me through the prayers, pausing at the 
appropriate moments for my response. 

This was particularly useful for me because 
these prayers also involved praying for 
five friends, locals or others, which I have 
struggled to do regularly for years. And there 
are suggestions for methods to remember to 
pray in a variety of ways that hopefully even 
I can use. 

“I find this time of guided 
prayer really encourages 

me” 

Using this technology online has brought 
about a complete change in that I now do 
pray regularly, so far, for these five people. 


I find this time of guided prayer really 
encourages me, especially when I’m feeling 
a bit inadequate. They’re rather like the 
intercessions in church when you just sink 
into them, as it were, and let your heart 
respond. 

I think anyone going through a difficult 
time or a dry period would find these led 
prayers a real blessing. 

Janet is retired and worships at 
St. Leonard’s Church in Eynsham, 
Oxfordshire. She has two daughters, 
three grandchildren and two adult step 
grandchildren. 



Area Dean prays for 50 miles through Burnham and Slough 



C anon Rod Cosh, the Area Dean of 
Burnham and Slough, spent the 
three days leading up to Pentecost 
on a prayer walk through the 
deanery. Joined by Pam, his wife, and David 
Shields a churchwarden from St Thomas’s, 
Colnbrook, they walked over 50 miles 
passing through each parish, praying for and 
with the people there. 

“We have had many great 
conversations with people 
on the road...” 

Rod said, “It was a tremendous experience 
and a chance to pray in depth for the 
needs of the whole deanery. We have been 
welcomed in each parish and many people 
have walked on with us, some just to the 


next parish. 

Others have 
walked further. 

We have had 
many great 
conversations 
with people on 
the road as we 
have passed 
them.” 

The walking 
group began 
at Colnbrook 
and ended at St 
Paul’s, Slough 
on Pentecost 
Sunday. They were joined on the Sunday 
morning by the Bishop of Buckingham, The 
Rt Revd Alan Wilson and the Archdeacon 
of Buckingham, the Ven. Guy Elsmore. 
Archdeacon Guy walked with them to their 


final destination, where he preached at a 
celebration of Pentecost. 

At the end of the prayer walk Rod said, 
“Our souls are certainly in better shape for 
this than our soles.” 


Online mini-retreat through High Wycombe 

AN online audio prayer walk in High Wycombe was put together for Thy Kingdom 
Come by Licensed Lay Minister Derek Lancaster. 

Derek, from All Saints’ Church, decided to experiment with a series of daily podcasts, 
focusing on different aspects of the Buckinghamshire town - praying for the town 
centre, schools and colleges, public services, parks and countryside, transport, pubs and 
clubs and much more. 

Derek said: "It was a marvellous opportunity to lead people in prayer, and to know that 
they would be joining in as they listened throughout the day, maybe in the car, or on 
their mobile, or in front of a computer. It meant imagining myself in the place, with the 
people there, noticing both the needs for healing and the signs of the kingdom, and 
bringing them before God" 

Each podcast used verses of a psalm, read as a scriptural basis for the prayer that 
followed, and each one ended with the Lord’s Prayer. ’We shared them via Facebookand 
Twitter, and they’re still available on our website," added Derek. 

But what were they like to listen to and pray with? Jean Johnson, from All Saints’, said: 
"It was great to pray about places in our town I'd never thought of praying for before. It 
was warm and inviting, like being on a mini-retreat’.’’ 

The vicar, the Revd Hugh Ellis, said:"Our online community is part of our mission, 
and we have several hundred followers in all. We’re always looking to find new ways to 
engage people in growing their relationship with God and we’re hoping soon to be able 
to share more of our parish life online." 
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al wave of prayer 


An inferno of prayer in Berkshire 


by Richard Peat 

M embers of St James 

Finchampstead, St Mary and St 
John, California and St Eligius, 
Arborfield Green joined 
together for a prayer walk on 3 June. 

The walk involved 30 people of all ages 
from the three churches, starting at St 
Eligius and continuing via St Mary and 
St John on the Gorse Ride estate, and 
finishing at St James. Prayer events were 
held at each church and prayers were said 
for the places the walk passed through. On 
Pentecost Sunday, June 4, the churches held 
a joint service on the field at Gorse Ride 
Junior School. 


The Revd Hannah Higginson, the curate 
at Finchampstead and California, preached 
on Pentecost Sunday. She described how 
everyone was given a cut-out of a flame on 
which they wrote their prayers. “Everyone 
put their flames on a map of the world. It is 
easy to be discouraged if our churches are 
small and we feel insignificant. 

“The symoblism was helpful in reminding 
us that with Gods help and with the Holy 
Spirit we can make a real difference. Every 
single flame is precious in Gods eyes. We 
are part of something much bigger when 
we think of how Pentecost and how a lot 
of little flames across the world create an 
inferno.” 


With the tragic events in London the 
night before, the service opened with 
prayers for all those affected. During the 
service the congregation were told that 
even though the flame of Pentecost may be 
small, by working together Christians can 
burn as a bright light shining out to all the 
community. 


The routes on the prayer walk, and an 
alternative circular route that visits 
all three churches are available from 

httprfinchampstead.church 



Lucy, one of the younger walkers is pictured 
above. Photos: Richard Peat 


A global partnership 

The congregation of St John the Baptist, 
Moulsford recently started a Leading your 
Church into Growth project and Jhy Kingdom 
Come was part of that. 

Everyone received the Nine Days of Prayer 
booklet and Messy Church families used 
the Kingdom Kit. Special services were 
organised on Ascension Day and Pentecost. 
In addition, the congregation invited our 
Partnership church of St Philip the Apostle, 
Huhudi, South Africa to join us in prayer. It 
was suggested that for each of the nine days 
a short thought on the theme for the day or 
a personal paragraph would be exchanged 
between congregation members. 




Pausing for thought in Newport Pagnell 

by Beth Mackay 


Pat, Sylvia and Rowena are pictured with the Revd Nick Evans . They were helping out at the 
event. Photo: Moira Evans. 


P ause for Thought interactive prayer 
zones were Newport Pagnell’s 
response to Thy Kingdom Come. 
People were invited to drop in 
during the run-up to Pentecost to take time 
out in a calm and peaceful environment to 
think about situations they face, reflect on 
their feelings and consider their own values 
and beliefs. 

The zones were designed to be accessible 
to regular worshippers and those seeking 
faith. They reflected topics such as 
forgiveness, grieving and stillness and 
gave people time and space outside normal 
worship services to come closer to God, pray 
for the Holy Spirit to work among them and 
to pray for their community. The hope and 
prayer was that people who don’t normally 
attend church services might also respond 
to the invitation and venture into St Peter 
and St Paul’s Church, perhaps for the first 
time. And some did. 

The welcoming atmosphere encouraged 
a relaxed and peaceful approach to prayer 
and the 10 different zones included 
resources provided by the Milton Keynes 
Bridgebuilder Trust. 


Their interactive nature made them 
accessible to all age groups. The Dove 
Corner, initially aimed at children, proved 
a hit with both young and old and the 
columns in the church were bedecked with 
colourful doves, just in time for Pentecost. 

The rector, the Revd Nick Evans, 
commented “This event has brought the 
parishioners together spiritually to support 


and pray for each other and the local 
community. We have definitely felt the 
Holy Spirit among us over this period.” 

Over four days the church hosted more 
than 150 people for prayer and has fostered 
a desire for the next opportunity for a 
similar event to further outreach with 
prayer in the town. 
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Time Assured 


Expertise in Church Clocks 


Clock Servicing 
Clock Restoration 
Dial Restoration 
Night Silencing 
Clock Hammers 
Auto Winding 
Auto Regulation 


Experienced 

Clockmakers 

Delivering Value 
National Coverage 

Member of the 
British Horological 
Institute 

CHAS Registered 


w: www.timeassured.com 
e: info@timeassured.com 
t: 01623 627 850 


No organist? Problem solved! 


Hymnal Plus is the ultimate 
worship music solution. 

This portable music box stores and plays over 2880 
traditional hymns and popular worship songs - all at the 
touch of a button! 

Easily create play lists, control the tempo, change the key 
and even choose your instrumentation. 

With over 7300 hymn book 
entries indexed to 10 
favourite hymn books 
(upgradeable), the great 
sound of Hymnal Plus has 
made it the choice of 
churches across the UK. 

HymnalPlus* 

For your FREE demo CD... 

Call: Freephone: 0800 043 0503 
Visit: www.hymntechnology.com 



£1999 incVAT 



St Columba's House 4k 

Retreat and Conference Centre 

Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey, GU22 8AB 


10 Meeting Rooms 
31 Beds 

Chapel and Oratory 

01483 766498 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

Registered charity in England and Wales No. 240675 
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01752 225623 
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The Home of Devenish 

Weymouth Dorset 


There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England. 




Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled. 


For further information or an application form please contact: 


Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish, 
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA 

Telephone: 01305 813895 

w w w . homeofde veni sh . org . uk 

Registered Charity No. 202400 



ST MARGARET S CHURCH , IVER HEATH 
PATR0NAL FESTIVAL 



ART EXHIRITION & FLOWER FESTIVAL 

WHEN : JULY 22 nd - 23 rd 2017 

WHERE: CHURCH RD, IVER HEATH, 
RUCKS, SL00RF 

Timetable of Events: 

Saturday 22 nd July: 

10- 6:00pm : Art Exhibition & Flower Festival 

Refreshments, Stalls, Children's Activities, Face Painting, 
Display of winning entries in Children's Art Competition 


Sunday 23 rd July: 

10:00 am : Eucharist with the Bishop of Ebsfleet 
2 - 5 pm : Art Exhibition & Flower Festival 
3pm : Music by Andyettes (Instrumental ) 
6 pm : Songs of Praise 

Refreshments available throughout the afternoon 

FREE ENTRY 


FEATURE0 

ARTISTS 



FIOTRAARTa 

INTERIORS 



HEATHER 

MCDOWELL 



STEVEN HANCE 



SPRING 2017 



Fairer 

Finance 

GOLD RIBBON 

Home insurance 



Choose award-winning 
home insurance for a 
fairer deal 

We’re proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of 
home insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints 
handling and being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent 
standard of cover and levels of service we offer you. 

Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345 

(8am to 6pm weekdays) 

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance 

The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. *Minimum premiums apply. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 







2017: A Year with Bishop Steven 

"Our concrete cows are famous..." 


Bishop Steven reflects on his 
visit to the Diocese of Oxford's 
largest centre of population. 

J ust a few days after the terrorist attack 
in Manchester, I spent a day in Milton 
Keynes. One of the community visits 
was to Summerfield, a community 
school with an amazing blend of ethnic 
backgrounds and faiths among its pupils. 

I went to Summerfield’s to launch a 
competition for pupils across the city to 
design a poster to combat hate crime. The 
competition is arranged by Citizens MK 
sponsored by the local bus company and 
by the Open University. 

I was there with representatives of 
the local mosques and churches, the 
bus company and the OU. The winning 
posters will be in an exhibition next 
month and the best ones will be on the 
sides of the buses over the next few 
months. Summerfield is the kind of school 
community and the poster campaign is the 
kind of project which will build a healthy 
coherent society for the future. 

“The MK story is a 
remarkable one.” 


While we were there as guests and 
visitors the children sang a song, 
composed by one of school staff. It 
was set to the tune of the 1985 hit by 
Starship We built this city on rock and roll 
(once voted the worst rock song of all 
time by Blender magazine). The song 
reviews the remarkable history of MK: 50 
years old this year and Britain’s fastest 
growing community: “Our concrete cows 

are famous We built this city called Milton 

Keynes ”. 

The MK story is a remarkable one. Fifty 
years ago, the population was just 30,000. 
Today it’s 267,000. That makes MK the 
largest centre of population by far in 
the Diocese of Oxford (Oxford itself is 
159,000; Reading is 156,000 and Slough 
is 161,000). The city will continue to 
grow. Everywhere in the Diocese there 
are large new housing estates but in MK 
the population is set to rise to 309,000 by 



At Summerfield School, Milton Keynes, 
Photo: Paul Cowan. 



With Amanda Hough, the headteacher and children from St Luke's CE Primary School in 
Maidenhead. Photo: Nicholas Cheeseman 




Milton Keynes' famous concrete cows 
Photo: Shutterstock 


2027 and 400,000 by 2050. MK is at the 
centre of the Oxford- Cambridge economic 
arc; a centre for the advanced technology 
economy and of higher education. The 
city is applying to be Capital of Culture in 
2023. 


“The welcome 
everywhere continues to 
be amazing...” 

The children of Summerfield School 
were immensely proud of their city. So is 
everyone else I’ve met who lives there. I 
came away strengthened in my view that 
MK is a key part of the Diocese of Oxford: 
we need a greater awareness of the city 
in all we do together. There is great work 
going on across the churches to build a 
great city, to work with the poorest and to 
plant new churches. But there is more that 
needs to be done to keep pace with the 
growth and change taking place. 

By the time this article reaches the Door, 

I will have visited nearly every Deanery: 
this week it was Maidenhead and Windsor 
then Vale of the White Horse. Reading is 
still to come this month. The welcome 
everywhere continues to be amazing and 
there are good things to see in every place. 
Thank you. 





On the Money 

Mission in the World 



By Alison Webster 

T he needs of a tiny village, or 

one street of an urban estate, to 
wider issues controlled by global 
forces are all part of the work 
of the Diocese of Oxfords Mission in the 
World team. 

Christians might intervene on many 
different levels and what happens locally 
has a global dimension. There are people 
from all over the world living in most 
communities in this diocese. A lot of 
issues that are perceived to be local are 
driven by international forces. 

“We work for nothing 
less than the care and 
healing of God’s people.” 

A concrete example is employment 
opportunities. The job market in any 
location is driven by global economic 
trends and situations. Local education and 
services will be largely dictated by national 
policy. There are four headings that set the 
agenda for what the Mission in the World 
team do: 

• pastoral • political 

• practical • partnerships. 

We look at what is happening on a 
parish level. It may be engaging with those 
experiencing domestic abuse or those 


Alison Webster, social responsibility adviser to 
the diocese. 


with mental health issues. As churches 
we respond through practical support 
and the more we engage practically, the 
clearer we see the systemic and structural 
causes of injustice. This in turn can lead 
us to work for change through advocacy 
and campaigning, which leads us into 
partnerships with other denominations, 
faith and secular agencies. 

All this is embedded in deep theological 
reflection. We work for nothing less than 
the care and healing of Gods people and 
Gods world. 


PARTNERING with other people in care 
for creation can be an important part 
of a church’s witness and outreach, a 
way of practically showing the love of 
God and neighbour. But how can we 
work effectively with partners in the 
community? And how can we build positive 
relationships with local politicians? 

Recently in Oxford, Christians from 
different churches came together to 
think through these questions. In the 
morning Alice Hemming, coordinator of 
Oxfordshire’s Community Action Groups 
network, and John Clements, from the 
Parish of North Hinksey with Botley, 
spoke about the way in which community 
sustainability groups operate and how 
churches can start their own or get 
involved with them. 

Inspired by examples like the Botley 
Community Fridge, participants 
brainstormed about activities their 
churches could undertake and community 


partners they might work with. In the 
afternoon, leading environmental charity 
Hope for the Future ran a session on how 
to build a constructive relationship with 
your MP. Using - for the first time - their 
newly published workbook, which brings 
together expertise gleaned from research 
and dozens of MP meetings, Director Jo 
Musker-Sherwood and Assistant Director 
Sarah Robinson discussed how parliament 
works, techniques that are effective 
in meetings, and how to continue a 
relationship beyond a single meeting. 

The afternoon culminated in a role play 
exercise in which a group of participants 
planned and carried out a meeting with Jo 
standing in as their MP. The response to 
both sessions was enthusiastic. 

If you’d, like to find out more or want to 
receive a Hope for the Future workbook, 
contact the diocesan world development 
adviser maranda@ccow.org.uk 


The Mission in the World team: 

• Alison Webster - social responsibility adviser 

• Bethan Willis - assistant social responsibility adviser 

• The Revd Canon Glyn Evans - rural officer 

• The Revd Joanna Collicutt - Spiritual Care for Older People (SCOP) adviser 

• Maranda St John Nicolle - world development adviser 

• Victoria Slater - researcher, Living Well in the End Times project (externally 
funded) 


Volunteers help clothe hundreds of Bracknell's poorest 



by Jo Duckies 

THE poorest and most vulnerable people 
in the Bracknell area are being helped 
by a clothing bank run by churches and 
volunteers in the deanery. 

The idea started in Binfield when a mum 
had a bag of clothes to give away but felt 
the local charity shop was setting prices 
too high for those living in poverty. 

“We got our heads together and decided 
to give clothes away to families in need. 

We have four seasonal giveaways each year. 
We get donations from churches around 
the deanery. They are not just Church of 
England, all of the churches in the area 
get involved,” said Gisele Taylor, who 
co-ordinates the project. The scheme was 
inspired by Jesus’s words in Matthew 25, 
vs 36: “I needed clothes and you clothed 
me...” 

Clothes are picked up by volunteers and 
taken to a container at St Mark’s Church 
in Binfield. They are sorted into ages 
for children and sizes for adults. For the 
giveaways, 70 to 80 boxes are taken to 
St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church in 
Bracknell. 


Clients are referred from a variety of 
charities and agencies. These include 
Bracknell Women’s Aid, mental health 
charities, Christians Against Poverty, 

Social Services, Lighthouse Homeless 
Project and various foodbanks. 

“The project is in contact with a breadth 
of projects and schemes that help people 
in situations where they find themselves in 
need. The clothes are taken to St Joseph’s 
by volunteers. Some are taken in cars, one 
person once delivered some in a horse box. 
It brings the community together to help, 
which is wonderful,” said Gisele. 

“I needed clothes and 
you clothed me...” 

Clients who are referred to the clothing 
bank receive vouchers which allow them 
to visit St Joseph’s during a giveaway and 
take whatever clothes they need. 

“We restrict the new clothing people can 
take away and some of what we receive 
isn’t appropriate. The majority of clients 
are aged between 20 and 40. Two thirds 


of the clothes we give away are for 
children and one third for adults. 

We don’t have a lot of need for 
older adult clothing or smarter 
clothes. We have emergency 
referrals too between giveaways. 

We recently had a family of refugees 
so we clothed them.” Gisele said 
that any clothing unlikely to be 
wanted by the core client group was 
sold on Ebay and the money used 
to buy new underwear and pyjamas, 
which can’t be given away second 
hand. 

“We get 90 to 130 clients each 
time. I co-ordinate the project but 
it is very much a joint effort and 
we couldn’t do it without all of the 
volunteers we have on board. We 
have people from industry, someone from 
Microsoft and a number of people from 
Lloyds who are given a number of days per 
year to work within the community.” 

Volunteers also deal with the 
administration of the project. New for 
2017 is a specific school uniform giveaway. 
“School uniforms don’t tend to go during 


the regular giveaways but we wanted to 
do something for families at the crunch 
time of year, before the new school years 
starts,” added Gisele. 

For anyone living in the Bracknell area 
who would like to donate clothes or get 
involved, contact St Mark’s Binfield on 

office@binfieldcofechurches.org. uk 
or 01344 421079. 
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Safeguarding 
-initial 
reflections 

by John Nixson 

H aving been 
diocesan 
safeguarding 
adviser for 
four months I have 
been reflecting on my early impressions of how the 
diocese engages with safeguarding opportunities 
and challenges. As a social worker and manager with 
over 30 years 7 experience of local authority and other 
statutory settings, working for the diocese has been 
an interesting and, at times, challenging journey 
with very different models for decision-making and 
management. 

I have encountered some positive and constructive 
responses to safeguarding across the diocese, with 
many churches focusing well on creating safe places 
for people of all ages to participate in church life 
and develop their faith. Although we often focus on 
children, young people and vulnerable adults when 
considering safeguarding, the reality is that every 
person deserves to be safe and to be treated with care 
and respect. 

There are some essential non-negotiable elements 
for developing and sustaining sound safeguarding 
practice, including adopting a Parish Safeguarding 
Policy, recruiting new workers safely and taking 
opportunities to participate in safeguarding training, 
the key issue is promoting and sustaining safe 
relationships and safe ways of working. 

Safeguarding is all about doing everything possible 
to prevent harm by making sure that everything 
we do is undertaken safely and with care, together 
with responding quickly and appropriately when we 
discover that someone has suffered or is at risk of some 
sort of harm. 

Coming to grips with and responding to risk and 
harm can be difficult and at times distressing, which 
is why we have a range of support resources available 
to churches. These include a range of policies and 
procedures, including model documents, training 
courses for clergy, lay leaders and church members 
together with specialist advice and guidance from the 
safeguarding team here at CHO. 

There is a network of professional colleagues in 
statutory and voluntary sector organisations across 
the diocese who are committed to helping us continue 
to build and strengthen safeguarding. Some of them 
are members of the Safeguarding Panel, which plays a 
crucial role in overseeing and scrutinising safeguarding 
practice in the diocese. We are fast approaching an 
external, independent audit of safeguarding in the 
diocese, being undertaken by the Social Care Institute 
for Excellence (SCIE) and commissioned by the Church 
of England nationally. The report of the findings 
will be published in early autumn. We look forward 
to their observations and suggestions for further 
improvement. 

I have been encouraged by most of the things 
that I have discovered so far in my role, evidence of 
sustained and committed work by my predecessor and 
colleagues across the diocese. There is always scope for 
doing things even better and I look forward to sharing 
in that journey with you. 



Interfaith students unite at Christ Church 



Shoshana 
Singer 
reflects on a 
recent Oxford 
University 
Abrahamic 
Interfaith 
Formal. 

S tudents 

were invited to arrive early and 
experience an evensong that 
took place in their Cathedral. 
Participants of all faiths attended, 
taking in the sounds and sights and 
noting the similarities of the Bible 
readings and blessings for peace and 
harmony. The chaplain took special 
care to offer an interfaith prayer, 
making us feel particularly welcome 
in this space. 

Our evening continued with drinks 
in the Ante Hall and a dinner in 
Christ Church Hall. Faith-based 
questions were placed on the 
table and served as icebreakers to 
guide intentional and meaningful 
conversation. A mixture of Jewish, 
Muslim, Christian, and Hindu 
students mingled seamlessly 
with conversation ranging from 
coursework and college life, to faith- 
based conversations such as ritual 
practices, religious names, gender 
roles, and religious accommodation. 

“..Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian and Hindu 
students mingeld 
seamlessly...” 

All dietary requirements were 
handled with ease and subsidized by 
the Archdeacon of Oxford, the Ven. 
Martin Gorick, making it possible for 
many religious students to engage in 
an otherwise impossible experience. 

After satisfying both our physical 
and spiritual needs, we transitioned 

God in the Life of... 

...continued from page 12 

“Although I am proactive with my 
pastoral care I only discuss faith if 
they initiate the discussion. The only 
time I am overtly evangelistic is when 
I write Chaplains Chat for the match 
day programmes.” 

Angy’s dissertation was on how the 
emotional wellbeing of international 
women footballers affected their 
performance in competitions. “How 
players are feeling, their relationships 
with coaches and other players and 
their lives in general all affect their 
performance on the pitch,” says Angy. 
“I see my role very much as someone 


to our second part of the evening 
through taking group photos on the 
famous Harry Potter stairs. Small 
table groups broke off to take their 
own “selfies” and photos as if to set in 
stone their new, budding friendships. 

In the lecture room, was heard 
from Rabbi Michael Rosenfeld- 
Schueler, a Jewish chaplain from 
Oxford Brookes, the Revd Clare 
Hayns of Christ Church, and Hassaan 
Shawawy, a Rhodes Scholar reading 
Islamic Studies. Each shared their 
spiritual journey and talked a bit 
about their current projects. It was 
particularly moving to hear how each 
of them became more observant and 
how different stages of their lives 
continue to impact their religiosity. 

As the evening progressed, the 
time for evening prayer was drawing 
near. Individually, Muslim students 
mentioned that they would need to 
step out for their evening prayer. 
Unfortunately, we had not sorted this 
out ahead of time, and in the future 
we certainly will. However, the lack 
of preparation ended up leading to a 
beautiful and spontaneous event. On 
a whim, we took an intermission from 
the speakers and progressed to pray. 
Separated by a line of tables, two 
faiths prayed their evening prayers, 
Muslim students prayed maghrib 
and Jewish students prayed maariv. 
The sounds reverberated throughout 


who looks out for them as people 
rather than footballers because 
we know that if they are happy in 
themselves and their situations that 
will reflect in their performances. 

“I’m a neutral person. I don’t say if 
they play or if they are on the bench, 
or if they are kept on at the end 
of the season. I am there for them 
in whatever situation they are in 
and what they discuss with me is 
confidential.” | 

She is also the Pastoral Co- 
ordinator for Women’s Football for 
Sports Chaplaincy UK, which means 
she is responsible for encouraging 


the room, as students prayed to their 
God in their respective languages. 
Post prayer, we resumed with a panel 
and an opportunity for questions and 
answers. Students asked a variety of 
questions, with the final question 
regarding how to engage in serious 
interfaith relations in the future. 

“. . .students prayed 
to their God in their 
respective languages.” 

Each leader provided us with a 
different answer. One suggested 
we discuss our similarities and 
another challenged us to engage 
with “the elephant in the room”, the 
Israel/Palestine conflict. Students 
walked away feeling up for the 
challenges and excited for the work 
we can do together in bridging our 
communities. 

I feel remarkably blessed to have 
worked with Amna Ali of New College 
and other members of the Oxford 
University Islamic Society board. We 
are grateful to have had a hand in 
such a project and cannot wait to see 
what our multi-faith future holds. 

Shoshanah Singer is the interfaith 
representative of the Oxford 
University Jewish Society. 


others to become chaplains to 
women’s football teams. 

Angy is married to Jon, and has 
three grown-up children and three 
grandchildren. She worships at St 
Mary 9 s, Maidenhead. 


a? 


Hear Angy talking about her 
ministry at: 

www.oxford.anglican.org/ 

sportschaplaincy 
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MOTHER and grandmother 
Angy King tells Jo Duckies 
about her faith, family and how 
she moved from teaching PE 
to being a sports chaplain at a 
university and to two women's 
football teams. 


W e meet in the cafe at 

Buckinghamshire New 
University, where Angy is a 
member of the Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy team. We relax over a coffee 
as Angy’s next appointment for the day 
is a lunchtime event to help students 
de-stress. Angys faith story starts when 
she was the only child in the congregation 
at the Anglican village church her 
parents attended. “I didn’t think I really 
understood everything about the Gospel 
but I liked the peace and quiet at church.” 


"... I liked the peace and 
quiet at church ” 


Aged 17 the family moved abroad and 
Angy stopped going to church. She only 
began again after receiving support from 
a lecturer when she was struggling as an 
undergraduate at a specialist PE college. 

“I owed the lecturer a lot of essays. I felt 
I had no purpose to my life, not seeing 
the point of working meaninglessly for 
50 years,” said Angy. Advising Angy to see 
a doctor and take a couple of weeks off 
from studying, the lecturer gave her some 
books written by Christians. “They took 
me back to my early Christian roots. They 
were written by people who had discovered 
purpose in their lives,” says Angy. 

Joining her lecturer at church, Angy 
says she couldn’t believe the love and care 
the congregation had for one another. 
Learning to read the Bible as God’s word 
though, she had lots of questions and 
struggled with not being able to find black 
and white answers before committing 
to Christianity. “My lecturer explained 
that you don’t start following God 
understanding everything. It’s a lifelong 
journe 


Sittin^m my room one day I said: 


n 



‘Lord, this is my life. I want to follow you. 

It will take me the rest of my life to learn 
about you.’ That is what I have been doing 
ever since.” 

Angy taught PE from the age of 22 to 
58, with an eight-year break to have her 
three children. “I loved every minute of it. 

I loved being outside. I loved the practical 
side of things and being involved in sport,” 
says Angy. However, more important to 
Angy was her life as a wife and mum, and 
as a Christian. “I saw my job as somewhere 
God had put me,” she says. 

When her youngest son went to school, 
she was asked to work at a prep school that 
had been boys only, but had just started to 
take girls. “I am not into private education 
and it took me three years to get used to it, 
but once I did I loved it. They did PE every 
day and by the time they were 11 they 
were playing to a high standard,” she says. 


Angy was head of girls’ games for six 
years before becoming head of swimming, 
setting up a complete swimming 
programme for the school. “Although 
swimming wasn’t really my thing I was 
the most qualified person there and I 
like a challenge,” says Angy, who helped 
youngsters become proficient in the water 
for four years before leaving to take a 
games job. 

Angy’s love of sport had started at 
school when she took part in everything 
including athletics, hockey and netball. 
“When I went to PE college I specialised in 
hockey but I slipped a disc in my back and 
had an operation when I was 25. 

“I couldn’t go back to hockey again so 
I played netball for a while but it was 
difficult committing to a team sport with 
the children and my husband was working 
in London.” 
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At 40 Angy took up triathlon, starting 
with the sprint distance (usually roughly 
750m swim, 20km bike and 5km run) and 
progressing to Olympic distance (1,500m 
swim, 40km bike and a 10km run). “I did 
triathlons for 15 years with two guys from 
church. We called ourselves the St Mary’s 
Tri Club,” says Angy, who worships at St 
Mary’s, Maidenhead. Now unable to run 
due to knee problems, Angy still cycles and 
swims, although she prioritises spending 
time with her grandchildren over training. 

Angy got involved in sports chaplaincy 
after her children left home. Andy, her 
youngest son, left aged 16 on a football 
scholarship to Leicester. “It was the chance 
to fulfil a dream for him. He was with 
Chelsea for eight years before going to 
Leicester,” says Angy, who remembers his 
enthusiasm about playing as a child, even 
when it was pouring with rain. 

" When I started I was 


the only chaplain in 
women’s football” 


Angy first heard about sports chaplaincy 
from a chaplain at Leicester. “He’d been 
on a course at Gloucester and was excited 
about what he was learning. I said it 
sounded wonderful but never once related 
it to me. While driving back from Wales 
one day I saw a sign to Gloucester and 
heard a light click on in my head - I knew I 
had to apply for the course.” 

With a background as a Christian, a 
career teaching sport and a son who was a 
professional footballer, Angy was a perfect 
fit for the sports chaplaincy course. She 
plucked up the courage to tell her husband 
she needed to do it, and was even given 
the time away from the school where she 
worked to complete it. 

As well as her university role, Angy 
works voluntarily for the Reading and 
Wales women’s football teams. She says: 
“When I started I was the only chaplain in 
women’s football. There are now seven of 
us. I look after the pastoral and spiritual 
care of the players. 

Continued on page 11... 
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